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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 
AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS NuV 0 1 2005 

All pending claims are reproduced below, including those that remain unchanged. 

1 . (Previously presented) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

afirstplate adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, the fixstplateincluding an elongated socket; 
a second plate adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, the second plate including an elongatedball, 
with the elongated ball having a top surface and first and second elongated sidewalls that arc substantially 
perpendicular to the second plate, and third and fourth end walls; and 

the top surface slopes from the third end wall to the fourth end wall wherein the third end wall has 
a height greater than a height of the fourth end wall. 

2, (Cancelled) 

3, (Currently Amended) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

a first plate adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, the first plate including an elongated socket; 
a second plate adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, the second plate including an elongated ball, 
with the elongated ball having atop surface and first and second elongated sidewalls that are substantially 
perpendicular to the second plate, and third and fourth end walls; and 

the top surface slope s downward from the third end wall to the fourth end wall wherein the socket 
has first and second elongated sidewalls, an end wall, and an open end. 

4. (Original) The implant of claim 1 including at least one of the first and secondplates including akeel 
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extending therefrom and adapted to engage a vertebral body. 

5. (Original) The implant of claim 1 including a first keel extending from the first plate and adapted to 
engage a first vertebral body, and a second keel extending from the second plate and adapted to engage 
a second vertebral body. 

6. (Original) The implant of claim 1 including a first keel extending from the firstplate and substantially 
perpendicular to the elongated socket and adapted to engage a first vertebral body, and a second keel 
extending from the second plate and substantially perpendicular to the elongated ball and adapted to engage 
a second vertebral body. 

7. (Original) The implant of claim 1 wherein the elongated socket has first and second si dewalls that 
are substantially perpendicular to the first plate. 

8. (Original) The implant of claim 1 wherein the thinl end wall and the fourth end wall are substantially 
perpendicular to the second plate. 

9. (Previously presented) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

a first plate adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, the first plate including an elongated socket; 
a second plate adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, the second plate including an elongated 
ball, with the elongated ball having a top surface and first and second elongated sidewalls, and third and 
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fourth end walls; and 

the top surface slopes from the third end wall to the fourth end wall, wherein the third end wall has 
a height that is greater than a height of the fourth end wall, 

10. (Cancelled). 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

a first plate adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, the first plate including an elongated socket; 

a second plate adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, the second plate including an elongated 
ball, with the elongated ball having atop surfece and first and second elongated sidewalls, and third and 
fourth end walls; and 

the top surface slop es downward from the third end wall to the fourth end wall, the socket has first 
and second elongated sidewalls, an end wall, and an open end. 

12. (Original) The implant of claim 1 including at least one of the first and second plates including a keel 
extending therefrom and adapted to engage a vertebral body. 

13. (Original) The implant of claim 9 including a first keel extending from the first plate and adapted to 
engage a first vertebral body, and a second keel extending from the second plate and adapted to engage 
a second vertebral body. 
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1 4. (Original) The implant of claim 9 including a fiist keel extending from the first plate and substantially 
perpendicular to the elongated socket and adapted to engage a fiist vertebral body, and a second keel 
extending from the secondplate and substantially popendicular to the elongated ball and adapted to engage 
a second vertebral body. 

1 5 . (Original) The implant of claim 9 wherein the socket has first and second elongated sidewalls that 
are substantially perpendicular to the first plate. 

16. (Original) The implant of claim 9 wherein the third end wall and the fourth end wall are substantially 
perpendicular to the secondplate. 

17-30. (Cancelled). 

3 1 . (Previously presented) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

apair of first plates adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, and each of the first plates including 
an elongated socket; 

a pair of second plates adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, each of the second plates 
including an elongated ball, with the elongated ball of each the second plates having a top surface and first 
and second elongated sidewalk that are substantially perpendicular to the respective secondpl ates, and 
each the elongated ball having third and fourth end walls; and 

the top surface of each the elongated ball slopes from the third end wall to the fourth end wall 
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wherein each third end wall has a height that is greater than a height of each fourth end wall 

32. (Cancelled). 

33. (Currently Amended) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

apairoffirstplates adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, and each ofthe first plates including 
an elongated socket; 

a pair of second plates adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, each of the second plates 
including an elongated ball, with the elongatedballof each thesecondplates having atop surface and first 
and second elongated sidewalls that are substantially perpendicularto the respective second plates, and 
each the elongated ball having third and fourth end walls; and 

the top surface of each the elongatedball slopes downward from the third end wall to the fourth 
end wall, each elongated socket has first and second elongated sidewalls, an end wall, and an open end, 

34. (Previously Praerited) The implant of claim 3 1 including at least one of the pair of first plates and 
the pair of second plates including a keel extending from each plate and which keel is adapted to engage 
a vertebral body. 

35. (Original) Theimplant of claim 31 including afiretkeel extending from eachplateofthepair of first 
plates and adapted to engage a first vertebral body, and a second keel extending from eachplate of the 
pair of second plates and adapted to engage a second vertebral body. 
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36. (Original) The implant of claim 3 1 including a first keel extending from eachplate of thepair of first 
plates and substantially perpendicular to the elongated socket and adapted to engage a first vertebral body, 
and a second keel extending from eachplate of the pair of secondplates and substantiallyperpendicular 
to the elongated ball and adapted to engage a second vertebral body. 

37. (Original) The implant of claim 3 1 wherein the first and second sidewalk of the elongated socket 
are substantially perpendicular to the first plate, 

38. (Original) The implant of claim 3 1 wherein the third end wall and the fourth end wall are 
substantially perpendicular to the second plate. 

39. (Original) The implant of claim 3 1 wherein the third end walls of each of the elongatedballs are 
adjacent each other. 

40. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 33 [[32]] wherein the third end walls of each of the 
elongated balls are adjacent each other. 

4 1 . (Previously presented) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

apair of first plates adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, and each of the first plates including 
an elongated socket; 

apair of secondplates adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, the each of the secondplates 
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including an elongatedball, with the elongatedball of each the second plates having atop surface and first 
and second elongated sidewalk, and each the elongated ball having third and fourth end walls, each third 
end wall has a height that is greater than a height of each fourth end wall; and 

the top surface of each the elongated ball slopes from the third end wall to the fourth end wall. 

42. (Cancelled). 

43 . (Currently Amended) An intervertebral implant comprising: 

apairof firetplates adapted to mate to a first vertebral body, and each of the first plates including 
an elongated socket; 

apair of second plates adapted to mate to a second vertebral body, the each of the second plates 
including an elongatedball, with the elongatedball of each the secondplates having atop surface and first 
and second elongated sidewalls, and each the elongated ball having third and fourth end walls; and 

the top surface of each the elongatedball slopes downward from the third end wall to the fourth 
end wall, 

wherein each elongated socket has first and second elongated sidewalls, an end wall, and an open 

end, 

44. (Pieviously Presented) The implant of claim 41 including at least one of the pair of first plates and 
thepairof secondplates incJudingakeel extending from eachplateandwhichkeelis adapted to engage 
a vertebral body. 
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45. (Original) The implant of claim 41 including a first keel extending from eachplate of thepair of fet 
plates and adapted to engage a first vertebral body, and a second keel extending from each p late of the 
pair of second plates and adapted to engage a second vertebral body, 

46- (Original) The implant of claim 41 including afiret keel extending from eachplate of the pair of first 
plates and substantially p«pendicular to the elongated socket and adapted to engage a first vertebral body, 
and a second keel extending from eachplate of the pair of second plates and substantially perpendicular 
to the elongated ball and adapted to engage a second vertebral body. 

47 . (Original) The implant of claim 4 1 wherein the first and second sidewalk of the elongated socket 
are substantially perpendicular to the first plate. 

48. (Original) The implant of claim 41 wherein the third end wall and the fourth end wall are 
substantially perpendicular to the second plate. 

49. (Original) The implant of claim 41 wherein the third endwaJls of each of the elongated balls are 
adjacent each other. 

50. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 43 [[42]] wherein the third end walls of each of the 
elongated balls are adjacent each other. 
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51-72. (Cancelled). 

73 . (Previously presented) An intervertebral implant comprising: 
a first plate having an elongated socket formed thereon; and 

a secondplate having a ball formed thereon, wherein the ball has first and second sidewalk that 
are substantially perpendicular to a surface of the second plate, 

wherein the first plate has a protuberance adjacent the socket, and 
wherein the protuberance is adjacent the socket on three sides. 

74^86. (Cancelled). 

87. (Currently Amended) An intervertebral implant comprising: 
a first plate having a socket formed thereon; and 

a second plate having a ball formed thereon, 

wherein the ball has a top that slopes downward from a first side to a second side and sidewalls 
perpendicular to a surface of the second plate, 

wherein the first plate has a keel, and wherein the keel has teeth. 

88. (Currently Amended) An intervertebral implant comprising: 
a first plate having a socket formed thereon; and 

a second plate having a ball formed thereon, 
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wherein the ball has a top that slopes downward from a first side to a second side and sidewalls 
perpendicular to a surface of the second plate, 
wherein the second plate has a keel, and 
wherein the keel has teeth. 



89-160. (Cancelled) 
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